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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method forgathering information for a directory on a packet 
itched network, the method comprising: 

determining a directory that is related to a first web site; 
reporting the direct >ry to a second web site a first time; 
detecting changes c n the first web site; 
updating the directx >ry with the changes; and 
reporting the direct ory to a second web site a second time. 

2. The method for gathering information for the direct 
packet switched network as recited in claim 1, whei 

the second web sit&iaerTlSesa ohirality of directories from other web sites; 
and 

second web site combines the plurality of directories in a global 

dire 



tory. 



3. The method fo] 
packet switched network as recited in 
the directory. 

4. The method fo 
packet switched network as recited ir 



^/gathering information for the directory on the 
claim 1 , further comprising categorizing an item in 



gathering information for the directory on the 
claim 1 , wherein the directory comprises a catalog 



of the content objects on the first wep site selected for publication. 



1 5. The method fir gathering information for the directory on the 

2 packet switched network as recited in claim 1 , wherein the directory includes at least two 

3 of a file name, a path, a site name, a file creation date, and a file creation time. 
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6. The method por gathering information for the directory on the 



packet switched network as recite 
determining a secor 



in claim 1, the method further comprising: 

d directory that is related to a third web site; and 



reporting the second directory to a second web site. 



7. The method! for 
packet switched network as recitec 
detecting at least one of erasure oq files, 



gathering information for the directory on the 
in claim 1 , wherein the detecting changes comprises 
, replacement of files and addition of files. 
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8. A method for gat 
the method comprising: 

determining a directory t 1 
reporting the directory t 



ering information for a directory on a network, 



lat is related to a first web site; 

!a second web site a first time; 
5 to the reporting the directory; 
n the timer; and 
a second web site a second time. 

9. The method for gathering information for the direct 
network as recited in claim 8, wherein: 

the second web site in^de^aplurality of directories from other web sites; 

and 

second web site combines (he plurality of directories in a global 

dire 



1 10. The method for feathering information for the directory on the 

2 network as recited in claim 8, further Comprising categorizing an item in the directory. 
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1 1 . The method foi gathering information for the directory on the 
network as recited in claim 8, wherein the directory comprises a catalog of the content 
objects on the first web site selected for publication. 

12. The method ror gathering information for the directory on the 
network as recited in claim 8, wherlin the directory includes at least two of a file name, a 
path, a site name, a file creation dap, and a file creation time. 

13. The methodlfor gathering information for the directory on the 
network as recited in claim 8, the method further comprising: 

determining a second directory that is related to a third web site; and 
reporting the secon I directory to a second web site. 



14. The methoc 
network as recited in claim 8, 
one of erasure of files, replacement 



for gathering information for the directory on the 
wherein the detecting changes comprises detecting at least 
of files and addition of files. 
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15. A method fdr gathering information for a directory on a packet 
switched network, the method comprising: 

determining a directory that is related to a first web site; 
reporting the direc&ory to a second web site a first time; 
setting a timer in response to the reporting the directory; 
determining chanjges on the first web site; 
updating the directory, with the changes; 
detecting the timfc value on the timer; and 

reporting the directory to a second web site a second time in response to 
the detecting the time value. 

16. The metmod forgathering information for the directory on the 
packet switched network as rec ited in claim 15, wherein: 



and 



directory. 



the second web 



the second web 



site includes a plurality of directories from other web sites; 
site combines the plurality of directories in a global 



17. Theme 
packet switched network as refcited 
in the directory. 



18. Theme 
packet switched network as re 



lod for gathering information for the directory on the 
in claim 15, further comprising categorizing an item 



lod for gathering information for the directory on the 
ited in claim 15, wherein the directory comprises a catalog 



of the content objects on the fifist web site selected for publication. 

19. The metiod for gathering information for the directory on the 
packet switched network as rec ted in claim 15, wherein the directory includes at least 
two of a file name, a path, a sit< : name, a file creation date, and a file creation time. 

20. The metl od for gathering information for the directory on the 



packet switched network as rec 
detecting at least one of erasure 



ted in claim 15, wherein the detecting changes comprises 
of files, replacement of files and addition of files. 
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